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Rochelle United Methodist Church wants to help you with your Rochelle United Methodist Church wants to help you with your 

New Years’ resolutions in 2017.New Years’ resolutions in 2017.  

As a community of faith committed to helping peo-As a community of faith committed to helping peo-

pleple  CONNECTCONNECT  with God and other,with God and other,  GROWGROW  in the habits of Jesus in the habits of Jesus 

andand  SERVESERVE  in the Spirit of Jesus in the Spirit of Jesus --  we think we can help you on we think we can help you on 

the road to meeting your new years resolutions in a way that al-the road to meeting your new years resolutions in a way that al-

so strengthens your faith! so strengthens your faith!     

Tired of debt? Have a change in income or expenses? Tired of debt? Have a change in income or expenses?     

In February, we’ll be offering Financial Peace University a great In February, we’ll be offering Financial Peace University a great 

program to help get your finances in order.program to help get your finances in order.  

  

Want to eat healthier?Want to eat healthier?    

Clean cooking classes starting in February too! Clean cooking classes starting in February too!     

  

Want to run a 5k this year?Want to run a 5k this year?    

Run for God will take your from your couch to the finish line all Run for God will take your from your couch to the finish line all 

while deepening your faith.while deepening your faith.    

  

We’ll help youWe’ll help you  make sense of the Biblemake sense of the Bible  in Lent with preaching in Lent with preaching 

and book studies.and book studies.    

Want to connect better with your partner?Want to connect better with your partner?    

We’ll have baby sitting and date nights throughout the year!We’ll have baby sitting and date nights throughout the year!     

  

Want toWant to  do more as a familydo more as a family? Want to? Want to  volunteer morevolunteer more  this year? this year? 

Our new Missions Possible program will have several great op-Our new Missions Possible program will have several great op-

portunities to serve.portunities to serve.    

Want to discuss important questions of faith and philosophy in a Want to discuss important questions of faith and philosophy in a 

casual nonjudgmental space with thoughtful people and tasty casual nonjudgmental space with thoughtful people and tasty 

beverages?beverages?    Check out our Philosophy Club.Check out our Philosophy Club.    

Scan the code below or go toScan the code below or go to  http://www.rochelleumc.com/#/http://www.rochelleumc.com/#/

connectconnect  to join our email listto join our email list  and learn more about the great op-and learn more about the great op-

portunities to Connect, Grow, & Serve in 2017! portunities to Connect, Grow, & Serve in 2017!     

United Methodists have a long history of generously carrying for the poor, sick, or-United Methodists have a long history of generously carrying for the poor, sick, or-

phaned, widowed, homeless, hungry and marginalized.phaned, widowed, homeless, hungry and marginalized.  

  

United Methodists can be found on every continent but Antarctica seeking to do as United Methodists can be found on every continent but Antarctica seeking to do as 

Jesus said: “I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink,Jesus said: “I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink,   

I was homeless and you gave me a room, I was shivering and you gave me clothes,I was homeless and you gave me a room, I was shivering and you gave me clothes,   

I was sick and you stopped to visit, I was in prison and you came to me.I was sick and you stopped to visit, I was in prison and you came to me.  

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these  who are members of my Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these  who are members of my 

family you did it to me.’” (Matthew 25:35,40)family you did it to me.’” (Matthew 25:35,40)   

  

Locally, as United Methodists in Rochelle you’ll find our people and dollars at work Locally, as United Methodists in Rochelle you’ll find our people and dollars at work 

all over our community: from big communityall over our community: from big community--wide projects like the food pantry and wide projects like the food pantry and 

homeless shelter; to helping individuals keep lights on or make a first month’s rent; homeless shelter; to helping individuals keep lights on or make a first month’s rent; 

to living out one’s faith in the classroom; ring the bell for the Salvation Army; helping to living out one’s faith in the classroom; ring the bell for the Salvation Army; helping 

a neighbor; listening to a friend; working with the Hub Cluster mission team. The dol-a neighbor; listening to a friend; working with the Hub Cluster mission team. The dol-

lars and hours spent locally are really difficult to measure because so much of it lars and hours spent locally are really difficult to measure because so much of it 

happens beyond our church’s budget and formal ministries. happens beyond our church’s budget and formal ministries.   

  

Globally, United Methodists are 12 million people strong and growing. When you put Globally, United Methodists are 12 million people strong and growing. When you put 

the dollars and hours of 12 million people together the dollars and hours of 12 million people together --  the world is changed for good; the world is changed for good; 

we do as just as Jesus said above. Our global mission efforts support: we do as just as Jesus said above. Our global mission efforts support:   

  

  Over 300 missionaries; (and UM missionaries don’t just teach the Bible, but they teach Over 300 missionaries; (and UM missionaries don’t just teach the Bible, but they teach 

farming and agriculture, how to care for newborns, how to read and write, how to take a farming and agriculture, how to care for newborns, how to read and write, how to take a 

micromicro--loan and turn it into a business that can feed a family). loan and turn it into a business that can feed a family).   

  Hot, healthy meals to NIU students who struggle to pay tuition & keep food in the pantry. Hot, healthy meals to NIU students who struggle to pay tuition & keep food in the pantry.   

  Partnering with groups on the ground in Aleppo providing humanitarian aid to survivors Partnering with groups on the ground in Aleppo providing humanitarian aid to survivors 

and refugee support in Lebanon as 1/3rd of the Lebanese population are refugees from and refugee support in Lebanon as 1/3rd of the Lebanese population are refugees from 

places like Syria. places like Syria.   

  The administrative costs of UMCOR so that 100% of donations for relief, go towards The administrative costs of UMCOR so that 100% of donations for relief, go towards 

relief. relief.   

  Rehab houses through partnerships with Habitat, Rockford New Hope. Rehab houses through partnerships with Habitat, Rockford New Hope.   

  Fight & treat diseases like: Malaria, HIV/AIDS, Fight & treat diseases like: Malaria, HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis from Chicago to the Congo. Tuberculosis from Chicago to the Congo.   

  

In 2016, RUMC has made a commitment of nearly $40,000 to global mission work. In 2016, RUMC has made a commitment of nearly $40,000 to global mission work. 

We’ve surpassed the $30,000 mark and the number is growing fast! We’ve surpassed the $30,000 mark and the number is growing fast!   

  

Because we are passionate about missions we’re committing all (yes, ALL) of our Because we are passionate about missions we’re committing all (yes, ALL) of our 

Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and all Christmas special offerings to missions work Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and all Christmas special offerings to missions work 

through our apportionment giving. If everyone donated $53 for global missions, who through our apportionment giving. If everyone donated $53 for global missions, who 

also donated to mission work in 2015 we’d meet our goal easily! also donated to mission work in 2015 we’d meet our goal easily!   

  

Want to make a generous gift tonight? A gift bigger than what you can get out of the Want to make a generous gift tonight? A gift bigger than what you can get out of the 

ATM? Scan the code below or go to ATM? Scan the code below or go to http://www.rochelleumc.com/#/donatehttp://www.rochelleumc.com/#/donate  on your on your 

smartphone to make a secure credit card donation now or do it during the Christmas smartphone to make a secure credit card donation now or do it during the Christmas 

message.  I promise I won’t mind! message.  I promise I won’t mind!   

  

Thank you for your generous support of global mission work. Thank you for your generous support of global mission work.   
 

 

http://www.rochelleumc.com/#/connect
http://www.rochelleumc.com/#/connect
http://www.rochelleumc.com/#/donate


Prelude                “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 

                                                   “O Holy Night” 

Welcome  

 Hymn #234    O Come, All Ye Faithful  (v. 1, 2, 3) 
 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
 Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 True God of True God, Light from Light Eternal, 
 Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 
 Son of the Father, begotten, not created;  
 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
 O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

Prayer for All God’s Children 
...followed by The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

The Christmas Story: as told by the children of southland Christian church 

Carols of response 

 Hymn #230 O Little Town of Bethlehem  (v. 1) 
 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
 The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 Hymn #217 Away in a Manger (v. 1) 
 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
 The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
 The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

 Hymn #240  Hark the Herald Angels Sing  (v. 1) 
 Hark! the herald angels sing,  
 "Glory to the new born King;  
 Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  
 God and sinners reconciled!"  
 Joyful, all ye nations rise,  
 Join the triumph of the skies;  
 With th' angelic host proclaim,  
 “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 Hark!  the herald angels sing, 
 “Glory to the new born King!” 

 

Christmas Message                         Pastor Rob Hamilton 

Offering                       “The Coventry Carol” 
100% of our offering tonight goes to support our Global Mission Work through apportionment 
giving. 

Offering Response:   

 Hymn #219 What Child is This?  (Chorus only) 

 This, this, is Christ the King,  
 Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 Haste, haste to bring him laud,  
 The babe, the son of Mary. 
 

Communion (The Great Thanksgiving)   UMH pg. 13 
We celebrate an open table: Regardless of your background, if you’re seeking to love Jesus as 

best you can, you are welcome to come. Small children may participate at the discretion of their 

parents, or they may come forward for a blessing from Pastor Rob.  Gluten-free elements are 

also available from the station attended by our Pastor.  

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 … And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we 
 praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
 your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the 
 name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 … and so in remembrance of these your might acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
 ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union 
 with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Prayer of thanksgiving 

Receiving the light 
The sanctuary will be darkened during this time.  

 

Reading of John 1:1-5, 14          Paul Swartz 

Sharing the light 
Hold lighted candles upright. Tip only the unlit candle. Glow sticks may be illuminated at the 
same time the light is passed in the pews . 

 

 Hymn #239 “Silent Night”   

 Silent night, holy night,  
 All is calm, all is bright  
 Round yon virgin mother and child.  
 Holy infant, so tender and mild,  
 Sleep in heavenly peace,  
 Sleep in heavenly peace.  

  
 
 
 

 Silent night, holy night,  
 Shepherds quake at the sight;  
 Glories stream from heaven afar,  
 Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!  
 Christ the Savior is born,  
 Christ the Savior is born!  

 Silent night, holy night,  
 Son of God, love's pure light;  
 Radiant beams from thy holy face  
 With the dawn of redeeming grace,  
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 Silent night, holy night,  
 Wondrous star, lend thy light;  
 With the angels let us sing; 
 Alleluia to our King;  
 Christ the Savior is born,  
 Christ the Savior is born!  
 

Listening for the Bells  
 

The light has come! 

 Hymn #246 “Joy to the World”    

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
 Let earth receive her King;  
 Let every heart prepare him room,  
 And heaven and nature sing,  
 And heaven and nature sing,  
 And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.  

 Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!  
 Let all their songs employ;  
 While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains  
 Repeat the sounding joy,  
 Repeat the sounding joy,  
 Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.  

 No more let sins and sorrows grow,  
 Nor thorns infest the ground;  
 He comes to make his blessings flow  
 Far as the curse is found,  
 Far as the curse is found,  
 Far as, far as, the curse is found.  

 He rules the world with truth and grace,  
 And makes the nations prove  
 The glories of his righteousness,  
 And wonders of his love,  
 And wonders of his love,  
 And wonders, wonders, of his love.  

Parting Blessing  

Postlude                                  “And the Glory of the Lord” 

 


